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BYE-LAWS; 


FOR THE 


Good Government of the Corpora- 
tion of the Governor and Company 
of the BANK of IRELAND. 


I. BY E-LAW. 


Eleftions, the Time, Manner, and Scrutiny. 
HEREAS many uncertainties and 1ſt Paragr. 
inconveniencies may ariſe for want H. 


of a due and regular method of 


proceeding at General Courts of Election, 
for remedy thereof, 


A 2 It 


1aed. 
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2d-Paragr. It is hereby ordained and appointed, that 


Votes to be de- | - 
livered perſo- at every General Court for any Election, every 


me prin member qualified to vote, and being preſent, 
ſhall deliver in writing or print, a note or 
liſt, containing the name or names of ſuch 
perſon or perſons (members of this corpora- 
tion reſpectively qualified, according to the 
tenor of the Charter) as he thinks fit to ſerve 
and execute the office or employment, for 
which ſuch election is to be had or made, and 
that at every General Election for Governor 
and Deputy Governor, or either of them, each 
elector ſhall deliver in writing or print, only 
the name of one perſon qualified for the place 
of Governor, and only the name of one perſon 
qualified for the place of Deputy-Governor, 
and no more; and that at every General 
Election for Directors, which ſhall always be 
held on the ſecond day ſucceeding ſaid elec- 
tion of Governor and Deputy-Governor, each 
Elector ſhall likewiſe deliver in a liſt of the 
names of fifteen perſons, which ſhall appear 
by the printed lift hereafter ordered to be 
delivered out to be qualified for Directors, and 
If more «r ſs no more or leſs. And that in caſe any perſon 
the limited ſhall deliver in writing or print, any more 


vote ts be re. than one name for the place of Governor; 
one 
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one name for the place of Deputy-Governor; 
or a liſt of any more or leſs than fifteen names 
of perſons qualified for Directors, the ſame 
ſhall be reputed and deemed as no vote, and 
the ſaid liſt, and all the names therein, ſhall 
be totally rejected; and that the like mode be 
obſerved upon all elections in caſes of va- 
cancies. | 
And that in cafe at any General Court of 4 Paragr. 


Election of Directors, any perſon ſhall in ſuch 77,7 © 


liſt inſert the names of any more than ten of . 


above ten 0 


thoſe perſons, who were choſen into, and did %%% year's 
ſerve the office of Directors, the then laſt © 
preceding year, the ſame liſt ſhall in like 
manner be rejected, 

And that if in any liſt for Directors, there ath Paragr. 
ſhall be inſerted the name either of the 7,7 55% 
Governor or Deputy-Governor elected for the 2. C. 
enſuing year, ſuch lift ſhall be rejected. And 7/99 is 
that in caſe any Director ſhall upon any va- 9 
cancy be choſen into the office of Governor, 
or Deputy-Governor, the ſeat of ſuch perſon 
as Director ſhall be abſolutely vacated, and 
another perſon choſen in his place. 

And in caſe it ſhall happen, that upon 3 
making the ſcrutiny for any election of Go- — have 


an equal num- 


vernor, Deputy-Governor, or Directors, any be v ww, 
two the choice to be 


ES 
lle nine by t] O Or more perſons qualified for the refpec- 
we Genre! tive office or employment, for which he or 
they ſhall be named, ſhall have an equal num- 
ber of votes, which ſhall or may entitle one 
or more of them to ſuch office or employment, 
the election, in ſuch caſe, ſhall be determined 
and ſettled by the General Court, in which 
ſuch ſcrutiny ſhall be reported. 
6th Paragr. And that if on taking the ſcrutiny for any 
2 election of Governor, Deputy-Governor, or 
Dat, Directors, it ſhall fall out that two or more 


names, to be 


4ernined by yerſons qualified for the office, for which ſuch 


the ſcrutineers, 


r in their d election ſhall be made, ſhall have the ſame 


t, th SY „A 
Canes. chriſtian and fir-names, and are not diſtin- 


guiſhed by their additions, or that a wrong 
chriſtian name in any note or liſt is placed to 
a ſir- name, when but one perſon of that ſir- 


name is qualified for the reſpective office, oer 


that any literal miſtake be made in chriſtian 
or ſir- names; in all and every the caſes before- 
mentioned, ſuch undiſtinguiſhed wrong or 
miſtaken name or names, ſhall be kept, and 
not thrown. aſide or rejected, but the reſt of 
the liſt ſhall be allowed : And the perſons ap- 
pointed to take the ſcrutiny at ſuch election, 
or ſo many as ſhall be preſent, may determine 
the perſon, or perſons intended by ſuch un- 


diſtinguiſhed 
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diſtinguiſhed, wrong, or miſtaken name or 
names, provided they, or the major part of 
them, ſhall agree in aſcertaining the perſon or 

erſons ſo meant or intended ; but in default 
thereof, the ſame ſhall be determined and 
ſettled by the General Court, in which ſuch 
ſcrutiny ſhall be reported. 

And that every ſuch election ſhall com- 1th Paragr. 
mence at the hour of ten o'clock in the %%% #2 4 


received after 


morning, and continue open until two of the 2% «- 


alloting box 


clock in the afternoon, when the glaſs or bal- 2H ge 
loting box ſhall be ſealed up, or the ballots © 
immediately caſt up by ſcrutineers, to be then 
appointed for that purpoſe, and that no note 
or liſt ſhall be received after ſaid hour. 

And that if any Member of this corporation 8th Paragr. 
ſhall hereafter uſe, or procure to be uſed, any 4c or 


procure indi- 


indirect means to obtain any vote or votes for 77 mn 

the election of himſelf, or any other, to be : 

Governor, Deputy-Governor, or Directors of 

this corporation, and be thereof declared guilty 

at a General Court, to be called for that 

purpoſe, ſuch perſon from thenceforth ſhall, 

for ever, be incapable of being elected to, or 

holding any ſuch office or place. oth Pas, 
And that in all elections of Committees, a 


committees by a 


hereafter to be had or made by a General General Cour 
Court, 2 


EF 

Court, the ſame orders, rules and methods (fo 
near as the caſe will admit) ſhall be uſed, ob- 
ſerved, and kept, and under ſuch penalties 
and diſabilities as herein before preſcribed, for 
or concerning the election of Governor, De- 
puty-Governor, and Directors. | 

- 1othParag. And in caſe, at any Annual General Court 

j mrs Of Election, all the fifteen Directors for the 


the old Di- preceding year, or more than two-thirds of | 


refors be 


choſe, all them ſhall happen to have the majority of | 


above that a : - 
aunler 12 be votes, for being Directors for the enſuing year, 


be, that then the remaining one-third or other leſs 
number of the faid fifteen (over and above 
two-thirds of them) as ſhall happen to have 
the feweſt votes, ſhall be removed, and ſuch 
five or other leſs number of the other members 


of this corporation, qualified as aforeſaid, who 


have the moſt voices next to thoſe ſo removed, 


ſhall be, and be deemed and reputed to be 
elected to ſucceed and ſerve as Directors for 


the ſucceeding year, in the ſtead and place of 


thoſe ſo removed, and ſhall be admitted and 
{worn accordingly. 


11thParagr. And that the firſt, ſecond, third, fourth, 


Part of this 


Bre-Law tobe ſeventh and eighth paragraphs, or clauſes of | 


2 this Bye-Law, ſhall be inſerted at the end of 
»al eletion. every printed lift of all perfons qualified to 
| | be 
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be eleted Governor, Deputy-Governor, or 
Director; which liſt ſhall be given out on 
demand, at the bank, at leaſt three days be- 
fore the annual elections of thoſe officers, to 
the end the members of this corporation, 
qualified to vote, may be well-informed and 
directed in the giving in their votes. 


II. Byt-Law. 


Voting by the Ballot, or by Liſts, and chooſing 
Officers. 


Item, It is reſolved and ordained, that in iſt Paragt. 
all General Courts, upon any election or other . 


relating to one 


1 1 _ perſon or thing, 
queſtion to be made or determined, concern- /7/ror tbo, 


ing any one perſon, matter, or thing only, the Ante 
ballot ſhall be allowed and uſed, in caſe the W 
ſame be demanded by any nine or more mem- 
bers, then qualified to elect and vote, and not 
otherwiſe. 

And that in all General Courts, upon any 24 Paragr. 
election or queſtion to be made or determined, 4% en, 


relating to 


concerning more than one perſon, matter or mwre than ore 
. | . . | perſon or thing 
thing, ſuch election or queſtion ſhall not be 7 % Ae. 
determined by the ballot, but by notes or liſts 3 . 
in writing, of the members qualified to vote, #=-499. 


put 
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put into a glaſs or box, in the ſame manner y 2 
as the Court of Directors are to be choſen; ' { 
in caſe the ſaid determination by notes or liſts { 


ſhall be demanded by any nine or more per- P 

ſons qualified to vote. BY 
3d Paragr. And further, That from and after the five - 
„ ae and twentieth day of March, 1784, and ſo © 
— 455 yearly, and every year, for ever, all and every T 
2. ofter ihe the officers, miniſters, agents, or ſervants em- 
tion. ployed or to be employed by this corporation, 

or by the Governor, Deputy-Governor, and 

Directors, or any of them, in the ſervice of 

this corporation, ſhall be elected by the Court 


of Directors every year, by the ballot, within 


thirty days after the General Court, for the } © 
annual election of Governor, Deputy-Gover- c 
nor, and Directors. | 1 
III. ByE-Law. ; 

Cuſtody of the Common Seal, and how to be uſed. v 
lien, It is ordained, that the ſeal of this t. 
corporation ſhall be carefully kept under three k 
locks, the three keys whereof ſhall be ſeverally } - 


kept by ſuch three of the Governor, Deputy- 
Governor, and Directors, for the time being, 
as 
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as the Court of Directors, from time to time, 
{hall empower to keep the ſame, and that the 
ſaid ſeal ſhall not be affixed, or ſet to any 
paper or parchment, writing, or inſtrument 
whatſoever, but by an order of the Court of 
Directors for that purpoſe firſt had and ob- 
tained, and alſo in the preſence of three or 
more of the Governor, Deputy-Governor, and 


Directors for the time being. 


IV. BVE-LAW. 
Keeping the Caſh. 
Item, It is ordained, that the caſh of this 4% me a6 


(except the 


corporation (excepting ſuch ſum and ſums of ann cab 


money as ſhall by the committee in waiting, 24 


ſubject to ſuch regulations as the Court of £4##7) 2% 


kept under 


Directors ſhall appoint, be thought neceſſary h Lodz. 


to be left in the hands of one or more of the 
Caſhiers for running caſh) ſhall be carefully 
kept under three or more locks, the keys 
whereof ſhall be kept by ſuch three or more of 
the Governor, Deputy-Governor, and Di- 
rectors, as the ſaid Court of Directors, from 
time to time, ſhall empower to keep the ſame, 
each of the ſaid perſons keeping one of the 
ſaid keys. 

B 2 V. 
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V. ByEe-Law. 


The Meeting and Buſineſs of Courts of Direftore, 
and their Sub-committees. 


4 Cur , Trem, For the more eaſy and ſafe diſpatch 
Trae of the bufineſs of this corporation, to the 
week at leg. honour and benefit thereof, it is reſolved and 
ordained, that a Court of DireQors ſhall be 

held once in every week at the leaſt, and that 

. ſuch court may and ſhall, from time to time, 

(as occaſion ſhall require) appoint Sub- com- 
mittees, and give all needful direQions to ſuch 
Snb-committees, concerning what ſecurities 


ſhall be taken for money to be lent, and of . 


what nature or kind; and alſo in what pro- 
portions, and touching and concerning all and 
every other thing and things requiſite in that 


N une to be behalf. And it is hereby ordained, that no 


lent but what, 


ard bow, i money fhall be lent upon any other ſort of 


. 2 ſecurity, or in any other proportion, or to any 


order. other value, or otherwiſe diſpofed of, than 
what, or as ſhall be, from time to time, firſt 
Every Sub- directed by the ſaid Court of Directors. And 


committee to 


ly their pre. that every Sub- committee ſhall weekly lay 
coding) week before faid Court of Directors, ſo to be held 


iy before the 


Cert of Di. as aforeſaid, an account of what monies are or 


rectors. (hall 


D 13 ] 


ſhall be then owing by this corporation under 


their common ſeal, and what ſecurities ſhall 


have been taken, or other buſineſs tranſacted 
or negotiated by them, touching this corpora- 
tion, during the then laft preceding week. 


VI. ByE-LAw. 


Dealings of Governor, Deputy- Governor, and 
Directors, with the Corporation, not to be con- 
cealed. 


Item, For the prevention of fraud and de- 
ceit in all and every the tranſactions of this 


f corporation, it is reſolved and ordained, that 
in all caſes whatſoever, where the Governor, 


Deputy-Governor, and Directors of the cor- 


poration, or any of them, ſhall have any deal- 
ing or buſineſs with this corporation, upon 


their own account, ſeparately, or in conjunc- 
tion with any others, for or in reſpect of any 
tallies, bills of exchange, pawns, pledges, or 
other contract or bargain whatſoever, by, or 
from, to, or with this corporation, that then 
and in every ſuch caſe, ſuch Governor, De- 
puty-Governor, and Director, (ſo having any 


ſuch buſineſs with this corporation in manner 


as aforeſaid) ſhall at the time of his or their 
negotiating 
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Pp, i and publiſh to the Sub- committee for the time 


pealip the being, fully, fairly and clearly, ſuch his ſhare 


Leif dealings and intereſt, whether ſole or joint with others, 
toi ht be cor po- 


circumſtances 


and all the particular circumſtances thereof. 
And if any ſuch Governor, Deputy-Governor, 


lingly offend contrary to this rule, ordinance 


firſt accuſed thereof in any General Court, and 
ſummoned to anſwer the ſame, and afterwards 
declared guilty thereof by another General 
Court, ſhall immediately become, and be 
rag. deemed and reputed to be, incapable for ever, 
either of holding or enjoying, or being choſen 
again into the ſaid offices of Governor, De- 
puty-Governor, Directors, or any of them. 


VII. BVE-LAwò. 
The Concerned in Debates to withdraw, 


Trem, It is reſolved and ordained, that in all 
caſes where any queſtion or debate ſhall at any 
time ariſe, or be made, touching or concerning 
any perſon or perſons (members of this corpora- 

52 | tion) 


The Gverner, Negotiating or tranſacting the ſame, declare 


ration, and ai in all and every ſuch affair or buſineſs by him 
lg, or them ſo negotiated or tranſacted as aforeſaid, 


or Director, ſhall at any time wittingly or wil- | 


or bye-law, ſuch perſon ſo offending, being 


j 
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tion) or concerning any matter or thing relating 


to any ſuch perſon or perſons, or wherein he or 


they ſhall be concerned, ſuch perſon or perſons, 
touching or concerning whom ſuch queſtion 
or debate is, or ſhall be had or made, ſhall have 
or give no vote relating thereto, but ſhall with- 
draw and be abſent during ſuch debate con- 
cerning himſelf, or any matter or thing where- 
in he is concerned, * 17885 


VIII. BVE-LAw. 


Borrowing on the Seal, 


Item, It is hereby ordained, that the Go- c, be. 
vernor, Deputy-Governor, and Directors, or e 


rector: not to 


any of them, ſhall not at any time hereafter, e ene 


under the com- 


without the conſent and direction of a General mm /a/, ary 


Sums exceeding 


Court firſt had, wittingly or willingly borrow, i te wo, 


af one time, 


owe, or give ſecurity under the common ſeal, S0 
for any ſum or ſums of money, exceeding in 
the whole, at any one time Six Hundred Thou- 
land Pounds, or procure the borrowing, owing, 
or giving ſecurity for any ſuch further ſum or 
ſums of money, by bill, bond, or other cove- 
nant or agreement, under the common ſeal of 
this corporation, as aforeſaid; and in caſe the 
common ſeal ſhall be ſet or affixed to any bill, 
| bond, 


thereto. 


ration, who ſhall order, procure, conſent, |} &. 


7% fu ſuch offence ſeverally forfeit to the ſaid Go- |} 
- == vernor and Company of the Bank of Ireland, | 


ſoeyer they are ſold, be fold at a public ſale, 
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bond; or other agreement for money, contrary 


to this ordinance, or bye-law, that then each 
and every the Governor, Deputy- Governor, 0 


and Directors, or other members of this corpo-—- 


agree to, or wittingly approve of the ſame, and 
be thereof lawfully convicted, ſhall for every 


the ſum of One Thouſand Pounds, ſterling, 3 
and alſo all ſuch further and other ſum or ſums ' 
of money as the ſaid Governor and Company 


of the Bank of Ireland ſhall be damnified, for, 
or by reaſon thereof. 


IX. ByE-LAw. 
Selling P A WW F. 


Item, It is reſolved and ordained, that all 
jewels, plate, bullion, or other goods, chattels, 
or merchandizes whatſoever, which ſhall be 
pawned unto this corporation, or left and de- 
poſited therewith, as pawns or pledges for 


money to be lent or advanced thereon, and *. 
not redeemed at the time agreed on, or within * 
three calendar months afterwards, ſhall, when- 1 


= 


upon | 


n 
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upon three days notice thereof, firſt given by 
ach writing, on the Roya/-Exchange, or upon ſuch 
other public notice as the Court of Directors 


cal ö ſhall think fit. And that no ſale of any ſuch 
= goods, chattels, or merchandizes, not re- 
yd deemed as aforeſaid,. thall be had or made in 
'ery any other manner. 

60— woe” 

nd, Y X. ByE-Law. 

ing, For Transfers, and regiſtering Contracts, what 
n to be paid. 

any 


ITitem, It is ordained, that upon all transfers #» nn, 
to be made of any ſhare or intereſt in the capital 

ſtock or fund of this corporation, the ſum of 

five Britiſh ſhillings, and no more, ſhall be paid 

by the party transferring to, and for the uſe of 

the corporation, for, and towards the bearing 

and defraying the charges of books, accomp- 

tants, law, duty, and other like expences. 

And that upon every promiſe, contract, bar- rb 
gain, covenant or agreement to be made for“ . 
the buying or ſelling of any ſhare or intereſt, 

in the capital ſtock or fund of this corporation, 

or for transferring the property thereof in truſt, 

or otherwiſe, which ſhall be brought to be 

© regiſtered in the book or books of the bank, 

C the 


The Penalty. 


1184 


the ſum of two Britiſh ſhillings, and no more, 
ſhall be paid for ſuch regiſtering, (by the party 
deſiring to regiſter the fame) to and for the 
uſe of this ws ig wc 14 | 


Againſt the Servants a” any Rewards.” 


ot 


Item, It is ordained, that no officer, ſer- fo 
vant, or other perſon whatſoever employed, or Fot 
which fhall hereafter be employed by this cor- di 
poration, for or about any buſineſs of the ſame, an 
thall preſume directly or indirectly to receive or co 
take any fee, gratuity, or reward of any fort, th 
kind, or quality whatſoever, for the doing or fac 
diſpatehing, or the not doing or delaying, any tic 
bufinefs or affair belonging to this corporation, he 
or for any other reaſon or colour, or upon any 1 
account relating to his or their refpective em- on 


ployment, or otherwiſe concerning this corpo— 
ration howſoever, from any perſon or perfons 
whatſoever, other than only from this corpora- 7 
tion, or by order thereof, or of the Court of },- 
Directors. And that if any perſon or perſons em- 
ployed or to be employed as aforefaid, ſhall of- 


tend contrary to this ordinance or byedaw, ſuch Þ 
perſon ſhall be for ever incapable of holding, or to 


being 


191 


being choſen again into ſuch his, their, or any 


other employment, in or under this corporation. 


XII. BVYE-LAw. 
General Courts for Dividends, Half-yearly. 


Item, It is ordained; that twice in every 
year a General Court ſhall be called and held, 


for conſidering the general ſtate and condition 
Jof this corporation, and for the making of 
dividends, out of all and ſingular the produce 
and profit of the capital ſtock and fund of this 
corporation, and the trade thereof, amongſt 
the ſeveral owners and proprietors therein, 
according to their ſeveral ſhares, and propor- 
tions: The one of which ſaid courts thall be 
held on ſome day between the Tenth and: 
3 Tweaty-fitth day of December, and the other 
gon ſome day between the Tenth and Twenty- 


XIII. Byrt-Law. 


j Yearly Recompences to the Governor, Deputy- 


Governor, and Directors. 


Item, It is ordained, that the recompence 


to the Governor and Deputy-Governor ſhould 


be 


F 20 |] 


be C150 each RR and to _ Dirgibos 


£100 Neal. qm. 


XIV. By E-LAW. 
Taking and. reading. the. Minutes of Courts. 


Item, - It is ordained, that the minutes of 
all debates, orders, reſolutions and tranſactions, 
had, made. and agreed on, at every General 
Gourt and Court of Directors, ſhall hereafter 
be taken and written down by the ſecretary, 
or the perſon "choſen and ſworn to be his 
aſſiſtant, in a book to be kept for that pur- 
poſe; and that before any ſuch courts ſhall 
be adjourned or diſmifſed, the minutes of that 
court ſhall be read over audibly by the ſecre- 
tary, or fuch his aſſiſtant as aforeſaid, 

And that all meetings of General Courts, 
of which notice is required, to be poſted on 
the Royal-Exchange, ſhall alſo be publiſhed in 
one or more of the Dublin News- papers. 


I; N. 55 wy * 


